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Good  People  marked  in  their  Foreheads. 

0. 

A  SHORT 

DISSERTATION  on   Ezekicl  ix.  4. 

With  some  Account  of 
Deacon  JEREMIAH  WHITING  : 
Who  died  in    Douglas,    June  29,  1800,  Sabbath 
Morning,  8  o'Clock,    aged   80  Years   and   11 
Months. 

Also  Memoirs  of 

Mrs.  DEBORAH  WHITING: 
Who  died  in  Douglas,    March  18,    1788,    Sab- 
bath Morning,  3  o'Clock,  aged   68  Years  and 
7  Months. 


By    ISAAC     STONE,    a.  m. 

Paftor  of  a  Church  in  Douglas. 


Whofe  mourning  minds  no  more  can  figh  3 
Their  fprings  of  comfort  never  dry  : 
High  in  the  climes  of  endlefs  day, 
From  fins  and  forrows  wing'd  away. 
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A  fliort  Diflertation,  Sec. 


l^ONSCIOUS  of  unworthinefs,  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  excellency  of  the  performances,  upon 
Divine  fubjefts,  prefented  to  the  public;  I  have 
not,  heretofore,  obtruded  any  of  my  compositions. 

At  length,  I  venture  to  offer  the  following,  in 
memory  of  two  perfons,  efteemed  eminent  in  ao* 
tions  of  piety. 

Great  men  defervedly  live  in  tbe  minds  of  their 
friends.  Extending  benevolence  is  recorded,  not 
only  as  a  tribute  of  gratitude,  but,  as  an  exam- 
ple to  move  others  to  exertions  for  the  good  of 
mankind. 

God  is  pleafed  to  diftinguifh  the  righteous- 
Scripture  and  obfervation  abundantly  confirm. 

The  mind  may  be  agreeably  entertained,  in  con- 
templating a  paffage  in  Ezekiel,  chap.  ix.  verfe  4. 
And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him,  go  through  the  midft 
of  the  city,  through  the  midft  of  Jerufalem,  and  fet 
a  mark  upon  the  foreheads  of  the  men  thai  figh, 
and  that  cry,  for  all  the  abominations  that  be 
done  in  the  midft  thereof. 

The  prophets  reprefcnt  wickednefs,  intolerable, 
like- Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  God  had  often  for- 
given, upon  repenting.  His  foul  was  grieved  for 
themifery  of  Ifrael :  Judges  x.  16.  But  now  their 
day  was  over:  there  was,  at  that  time,  no  repent- 
ance in  the  people,  nor  mercy  for  them,  in  general. 
Jeremiah  had  been  forbidden  to  pray  for  them. — 
Jer,  vii.  16,  and  iv.  14,  and  xiv.  11.     An  evil,  an 


only  evil  is  come,  an  £nd  is  come.  The  day  of 
trouble  is  near.  Ezek.  vii.  5,  6,  7.  The  anger  of 
a  holy  God  was  difplayed  againft  fin. 

When  a  people  become  incorrigible  in  fin — will 
not  be  reformed,  by  all  the  warnings  of  the  Al- 
mighty— giving  themfelves    up,    in   an   obftinate 
manner,  to  rebellion — judgments  fall  upon  them, 
more  terrible   than  description  can  paint.     But, 
even  then,  the  righteous  are  remembered  and  fav- 
ed.     While  the  anger  of  the   Lord    is  directing 
vengeance,  againft  polluted  inhabitants  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  perfifting  in  impenitency,   the  man  clothed 
with  linen,  and  having  a  writer's  ink-horn  by  his 
fide,  is   fent  through  the  city,  to  mark  the  peni- 
tent !  Set  a  mark  upon  the  men  that  figh:    Fatal 
deftru&ion  ftrikes  finners,    impenitent,  dead;  but 
the  fervants  of  the  Lord  are  fafe.     In   fuch  con- 
siderations, all  are  interefted. — We  a(k  what  thefe 
abominations  are  ?    The  anfwer  is,  they  are  fuch 
as  are  apt  to  grow  into  practice,  in  a  finful  world. 
Ifraelites  were  giving  themfelves   up  to  idolatry, 
in  Ezekiel's  day.     No  place  was  free  from  abom- 
inations :  Infidelity  brooded  every  mind:  Mur- 
ders were  frequent:  Humanity  was  thruft  into  ob- 
livion :    Cruei  oppreflions,  lying,  Healing,  injuf- 
tice,  robbery,  drunkennefs  and  adultery,  prevailing 
triumphant.     The   name  of  God   profaned;    the 
Sabbath  defpifed  ;  ordinances  trampled  with  con- 
tempt ;  haughtinefs,  extravagance,  fulnefs  of  bread 
and   abundance   of  idlenefs ;  ingratitude  to  God 
and  men  ;  and  every  invention,  extending  to  pro- 
duce diverfions  from  the  God  of  heaven.     Thus 
the  land  was  polluted.     Devils  in  hell  could  not 
excite  higher  ftrains  of  abominations,   than  Ifrael 
praftifed. 

For  fuch  fins,  there  were  men  who  fighed,  and 
cried.  Jeremiah,  Daniel,  and  the  prophets,  bow- 
ed down,  mourning  and  confefling  their  fins,  and 
the  fins  of  their  people.  Jeremiah  exclaims,  chap. 
ix.  1,  Oh  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes 


a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and 
night  for  the  (lain  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  I 
Then  he  mentions  the  fins  prevailing  :  they  be  a31 
adulterers,  an  aflembly  of  treacherous  men  :  they 
proceed  from  evil  to  evil ;  and  they  know  not  me, 
faith  the  Lord.  Mofes  and  Samuel  were  grieved 
for  the  fins  of  the  people.  Pfalm  cxix.  158.  I 
beheld  the  t  ran  fg  re  (Tors,  and  was  grieved.  Lot's 
righteous  foul  was  grieved  from  day  to  day,  with 
the  wicked  deeds  of  the  Sodomites,  2  Pet.  ii.  8. 

Good  people,  this  day,  figh  and  cry  for  all  the 
abominations  done  in  this  land.  The  godly  arc 
rational,  in  fighing  and  crying,  for  prevailing 
abominations.  They  fear  Gon,  aim  at  the  pro- 
motion of  His  glory,  defire  the  falvation  of  their 
fellow-clay,  are  tenderly  affected,  and  wifh  for 
comfort  in  heavenly  converfation.  They  know, 
that  perfifting  in  their  ungodly  deeds,  the  impeni- 
tent muft  unavoidably  perifh.  A  principle  of  love 
to  God  and  men  will  promote  bitter  lamentations. 
Pious  minds  difcern  unlimited  evils  in  (in;  when 
indulged,  it  is  as  the  letting  forth  of  waters.  Its 
tendency  is  to  bear  down,  and  drive  good  from  the 
land  :  The  finner  ru(hes  into  all  evil.  Sin  prdmifes 
pleafant  failing  ;  but  the  blackeft  clouds  daftcen  the 
way.  Boifterous  winds  and  unabating  (lorms  fnatch 
heaven  and  fatisfa&ions  from  the  finning  mind  : 
terror  and  difmay  reign  uncontrouled.  Sin's  na- 
ture is  dreadful — againft  a  holy  God — His  fove- 
reignty — government,  and  all  being!  The  fource 
is  felf.  Self  aims  at  happinefs  :  butlelfifh  views, 
carried  to  their  full  length,  bring  woe  to  the  finner 
himfelf.  Sin  is  rebellion  againft  God  and  theuni- 
verfe.  Sin  is  ingratitude,  envy,  malice,  raging 
defires,  unfatisried,  when  fully  indulged.  One  fin 
clofely  follows  another.  Some  flatter  themfelves, 
a  little  (inning  will  fufficc  ;  but  they  mi  (hike;  for 
a  finning  mind  is  relllels  :  "The  wicked  are  like 
the  troubled  fea,  when  it  cannot  reft."  Sin  rifes 
higher  and  higher  againft  heaven,  till  Omnipotence 


overcomes  the  finful  mind.  Sin  unreftrained  is 
frightful  in  confequence !  A  (inner,  in  prefent 
life,  increases  his  miferies,  as  his  fins  increafe. — 
Unreftrained  oppofitionto  God  tends  to  unlimited 
mifery,  Endlefs  finning  is  the  way  to  endlefs  tor- 
ment. Backfliding  from  God  is  the  direct  way  to 
be  given  up  of  Him. 

Ihe  godly  mind  difcovers  the  evil  nature  and 
confequenees  of  fin,  is  deeply  afTe&ed,  and  cries 
to  God.  Urgent  defires  go  up  to  the  throne  of 
Grace,  that  men  might  mind  the  ways  of  the  Lord. 
Finally,  obierve, 

The  Almighty  fecureth  godly  mourners,  in  the 
day  of  perdition  of  ungodly  men.  A  Mark  is  fet 
upon  the  foreheads  of  the  godly.  He  hath  print- 
ed His  law  in  their  hearts;  hath  bellowed  His  Grace 
on  them  ?  and  enableth  them  to  exercife  Grace  ; 
their  countenances  mine  forth  holinefs ;  and  man- 
ifeft  that  that  they  are  renewed.  They  have  the 
image  of  God  re-imprefied  upon  them.  *;  The 
Lord  knows  who  are  His."  All  fnall  know.  The 
deftroying  Angel  knows,  and  pa  lies  over,  without 
hurting. — The  Ifraelites  were  fafe,  while  death 
entered  all  the  houfes  of  the  Egyptians  —The  peo- 
ple of  God  were  invited  into  their  chambers,  till 
calamities  were  overpaft.  They  were  hid  in  the 
day  of  indignation.  God  diftinguifhed  them. — - 
"  They  are  like  trees  planted  by  rivers  of  waters; 
but  the  ungodly  are  like  chaff  that  wind  driveth 
awdy." 

IMPROVEMENT, 

1.  THINK  how  God  diltinguifheth  the  hurrw 
hie  godly.  He  performeth  all  things  for  them, 
with  tendernefs.  t;  Enoch  walked  with  God,  and 
was  not,  for  God  took  him."  From  wicked  men, 
and  from  mifery,  Enoch  was  received  into  heaven, 
without  feeling  the  pangs  of  death.  Noah  and  his 
family  were  faved  in  the  Ark,  from  the  deluge 
that  deftroyed  the  reft  of  the  world.  The  Angers 
mull  move   Lot  out  of  Sodorn,    before   the    fiery 


Jhower,  upon  the  polluted  inhabitants,  and  their 
poffeffions.  Inftances  of  Divine  Protection,  ef- 
fectually fecuring  the  pious,  are  abundant.  The 
Lord  was  with  Jofeph  in  Egypt — Shadrach,  Me- 
Ihech  and  Abeduego  in  a  fiery  furnace — and  Dan- 
iel in  a  den  of  lions. — The  kicked  hate  and  cruel- 
ly treat;  but  God  furrounds  and  fecures. 

2.  Here  is  encouragement  to  follow  the  fteps 
of  the  godlv.  "  Truft  in  God,  at  all  times.  Pour 
out  your  hearts  before  Him."  When  fin  is  fpread- 
ing,  from  one  habitation  to  another,  through  a 
land — truth  and  faithful nefs  are  not  found — ter- 
ror and  mifery  extending — faces  turn  pale— ruin 
burfting  upon  multitudes  of  offenders,  oppofing, 
and  trampling  upon  Divine  laws,  barefaced  in 
committing  crimes;  inconfiftent  for  juftice  to 
oevrlook  :  then,  they,  who  fear  the  Lord,  find  an 
Almighty,  never  forfaking  friend. 

3.  Juftice  and  mercy  fhine  brighter  than  the 
"Suni  God  watches  the  goings  of  obftinate  fanners 
Vengeful  ire  pierces  and  bumbles  high  looks.  Men 
have  run  infupportable  lengths  in  finning.  God 
wilidifplay  flrici:  regard  to  juftice,  and  utter  ab- 
horrence of  all  iniquity.  He  arifeth — all  nature 
trembles  before  him — the  whole  vifible  heavens 
(hine  terror  into  the  ungodly — hearts  fail  them — 
it  ruck  at  the  fight  of  the  Omnipotent  arm,  which, 
they  had  accuftomed  themfelves  to  defpife,  ftretch- 
ed  to  crufh  :  A  fight  of  their  own  impiety  fhocks 
every  nerve;  and  kindles  up  the  keeneft  fire  of 
horror!  Then,  with  dignified  mildnefs,  God  re- 
gards the  humble.  O  what  alarm  to  impenitents  t 
Terrific  fcenes  are  pnefented  to  view,  while  they 
refufe  to  know  the  Lord  :  enough  to  make  deaf- 
eft  ears  tingle,  and  ftouteft  hearts  tremble  ! 

We  have  many  fcripture  examples  of  godly 
mourners  for  fin  :  with  Divine  protection  reach- 
ing to  them  ;  while  dreadful  deftruclion  thunders 
on  ungodly  heads.  We  have  many  inftances  of 
diftinguifhed  mercy  to  thofe  who  live   godly  in 


Chrift  Jefus.     God    notices    piety.      It  may    be 
ufeful,    to   bring  into  view  fome  paflages  in  the 
life  of  Deacon  Jeremiah  Whiting.     He  was  born 
in  Dedham,  June  30,   1719.     He   received   good 
infiru&ion,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic — 
was  a  confiderable  penman  and  draughtfman.     He 
was   a   carpenter,    and   was  employed  in  Bofton. 
Though  he  did  not  affect  polite  airs,  his  manners 
were  agreeable.     His  childhood  and  youth  were 
uncommonly  fober  and  regular.     He  early  made  a 
profeffion  of  religion.     At  twenty- fix  years  of  age, 
he  married  to  Mifs  Deborah   Fales,  who  was   two 
months  younger  than  he.     He  then  fettled,  and 
continued  in  Douglas,  till  his  death.     November 
11,  '47.     A  church   was   formed — Decembei   16. 
Mr.  William  Phips  was  ordained  Pallor. — March 
27,  '48,  Mr.  Whiting,  with  his  wife,  transferred 
their    relation  from  the  church  in  Dedham,  to  the 
church  in  Douglas.     In  thethirty-third  year  of  his 
age,  he  was  confirmed  in  the  office  of  Deacon,  by 
unanimous    defire   of  the   church,    May   24,  '52* 
He  officiated  48  years.     The  laft  years  of  his  life 
he  was  alone  in    the  office:  conftantly  providing 
and  waiting  at  the  Lord's  table,  as  long  as  he  liv- 
ed.*    He  was  much  improved  as  a  clerk  ;  and  fuf- 
tained   other  offices  in   Douglas,  year  after  year, 
till  age  feemed  to  excufe    him.     He   was  member 
of  Congrefs,  at  Watertown,  May    '75,     willingly 
aiding  public  ftruggles  for  rights  and   immunities. 
He  penned   down  manv    private    thoughts,    con- 
cerning Divine   Providence,    great   Doftrines  of 
the  holy  fcriptures,  his  own  exercifes  of  mind,  and 
concerns  of  the  nation   and  church  of  God.     He 
alfo  noted,  with  his  pen,   what  was   moft  remark- 
able, in  authors  and  preachers.   He  taught  fchools  ; 
and  continued  highly  folicitous,  that  learning  and 
piety  might  be  promoted.     He  mourned,  that  the 

*  Col.  Hill,  appointed  May  24,  '52,  continued  Deacori 
till  he  died,  March  25,  'SB,  aged  almoft  73  years— ^much 
lamented  ! 


good  ways  of  our  fathers,  arid  ttie  covenant  of  oar 
God,  had  been  forfaken ;  words,  facraments  and 
prayer,  negle&ed;  families  and  fchools,prayerlefs; 
and  in  the  firit  principles  too  little  inltructed. — 
He  patiently  bore  a  variety  of  forrow.  In  1761, 
three  promifing  children  were  taken  from  him  by 
death.  September  10,  Jeremiah,  in  his  4th  year: 
September  11,  Thomas,  in  his  12th  year :  Sep- 
tember 13,  Deborah,  in  her  7th  year.  March  18, 
1788,  his  bofom  friend,  the  partner  of  his  life,  re- 
figned  her  breath.  For  a  fecond  wife,  he  married 
Mrs.  Sarah  Cummings,  who  died  May  7,  1790, 
fuddenly,    two  months  after  marriage. 

Under  his  repeated  affii&ibns,  he  appeared  calni 
and  humble,  though  forrowful.  For  more  than 
thirty  years  he  endured  a  diftrefling  cough.  Three 
months  before  his  death  he  languifhed ;  lenfible  of 
his  approaching  change,  he  frequently  told  his 
friends  he  mould  not  Say  long  with  them  ;  able$ 
however,  to  attend  religious  duties,  and  to  walk 
abroad  till  he  arrived  within  a  few  days  of  81 
years.  Lord's  day  morning,  June  29,  1800,  he 
calmly  refigned  his  breath,  and  in  death  expreffed 
ttie  image  of  his  Saviour. 

He  encouraged  religion  in  Douglas.  When  the 
diftrift  was  new,  in  difcotfraging  circumftances, 
and  fubje&eJ  ^  peculiar  trials,  he  did  not  fhrinkj 
nor  withhold  encouraging  efforts.  In  the  ftrug- 
gles  in  the  church,  in  the  firft  Parlor's  miniftry, 
the  moderation,  calmnefs  and  liability  of  our 
friend,  guided.  After  eighteen  years  continuance, 
Mr.  Phips  ceafed  to  minifter,  June,  1765.  The 
people  were  in  difagreeable  circumftances.  The 
patience,  courage  and  perfeverance  of  Deacon 
Whiting  and  others,  were  unabating.  More  than 
fix  years  elapfed,  in  which  time  the  people  exerted 
themfelves  to  encourage  amiable  candidates  to 
fettle  with  them  in  the  miniftry  j  but  were  anfwered 
in  the  negative.  And  their  cafe  became  very  af- 
fefting  !  They  feemed  deeply  concerned,  that  they 
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Could  not  find  a  man  to  fettle  with  them,  ift 
the  Gofpel  Miniftry. — Encouraging  one  another1, 
through  many  difappointments,  that  friend  of  God 
and  men  was  with  them  in  all  their  affli&ions,  la- 
bouring to  ftrengthen  their  hands  in  God.  Hav- 
ing his  heart  on  Zion,  he  fighed  fenfibly  for  the  low 
ftate  of  religion,  and  for  abominations  abounding. 
He  molt  feelingly  dreaded  being  deprived  of  op- 
portunities of  communing  with  the  Church  and 
people,  in  attending  the  word  and  ordinances,  as 
long  as  life  lafted;  and  always  contributed  much 
more  than  his  proportion,  to  maintain  the  inftitu- 
tions  of  God. 

He  gave  the  town  of  Douglas  one  hundred' 
pounds;  the  annual  intereftof  which  is  to Tupport 
the  Lord's  table,  and  the  gofpel  miniftry.  The 
Thurfday,  laft  before  he  died,  he  fele&ed  the  beft 
of  his  books,  and  put  them  into  the  Library,  that 
all  might  read  who  defire  j  and  ordered  his  other 
books  fhould  remain  in  his  houfe,  for  the  ufe  of 
thofe  who  fhould  refide  in  his  houfe,  after  his 
death.  He  was  concerned  that  his  houfe  might 
continue  a  habitation  of  piety.  He  fpent  much 
time  in  reading— delighted  in  the  bible.  The  day 
before  his  death,  he  faid  it  had  been  upon  his  mind 
to  procure  feveral  bibles  to  put  into  the  library,  to 
encourage  reading  the  holy  word.  It  was  his  de- 
fire  to  have  a  portion  of  the  holy  fcriptures  read 
in  family  meetings,  and  in  public  worfhip. 

A  few  days  before  his  death  he  was  very  free,  in 
expreffing  the  exercifes  of  his  mind— the  fenfe  he 
had  of  his  being  a  great  finncr — of  his  own  vilenefs 
■^-complaining  for  want  of  more  faith.  He  firmly 
believed  in  the  great  docilities  of  the  gofpel. 
His  whole  dependance  was  Upon  the  blelfed  Jefus, 
for  righteoufnefs  and  falvation,  before  the  infinite- 
ly holy  and  good  Gon  of  heaven.  He  exprelTed 
his  earneft  defircs  of  more  lively  a8ings  of  faith — • 
more  life  for  Gon — afraid  of  trailing  in  fclf, 
tind   of  making  a  righteoufnefs  of  his  own    do- 


1  V 

ings~- manifefting  concern  for  God's  glory,  with- 
out  any  felf  end,  or  defire  to  be  ieen  of  men — 
afraid  of  pride,  lying  low,  as  in  du.ft,  reverencing 
and  fubmitting  to  God.  His  kindncfe  to  the  poor, 
to  the  fick  and  to  Zion,  was  without  orientation. 
He  would  not  hear  an  ill  report!  Yet  he  was  fe  - 
vere  in  reproving  vice,  where  it  was,  manifeft.  He 
was  very  careful  to  fanclify  the  Sabbath,  a  great 
friend  to  order,  an  enemy  to  Innovations.  He 
brought  up  feveral  youths,  who  remember  him 
with  affection  as  if  he  had  been  their  father,  and 
retjin  mod  ferious  impreflions  from  his  pious  iu- 
itruclions. 

Bereaved  of  his  children,  he  fixed  upon  Col. 
Jeremiah  Whiting,  of  Providence,  a  brother's  fon, 
as  his  principal  heir,  who  took  care  for  him,  in  his 
lad  years,  like  an  affectionate  fon. 

We  remember  our  deceafed  Friend,  a  lingular 
mourner  for  fin,  encouraging  piety,  crying  to  God,  * 
from  his  youth,  for  the  advancement  of  ChrifVs 
kingdom  ;  a  conftant  friend  of  God  and  man. 

We  remember  how  he  fpoke  and  prayed,  when 
we  were  in  trouble.  How  fervent  in  prayers,  for 
us  and  our  children  !  We  believe  him  owned  of 
God;  and,  that  it  will  appear,  that  his  fervent- 
prayers  have  been  heard.  We  have  feen  that  the 
Lord  did  not  forfakc  him  in  his  afflictions  :  he  was 
borne  up  by  a  kind  Providence,  and  enabled  to^ 
accomplifh  his  defigns  in  general ;  and,  in  a  con- 
lidcrablc  degree,  at^ain^d  t,he  defires  of  his  heart. 
It  remains  for  us  to  {land  up  in  his  place.  There 
is  much  to  do  for  ZionA  We  muft  extend  and 
double  our  exertions.  God  is  our  unchangeable 
fupport;  though  earthly  pillars  are  removed,  we 
lhallbefafe. 

Mrs,  Dehojah,  Wrhiting  was  born  of  reputable 
parents,  in  Augufl,  1719.  She  was  awakened  by 
the  preaching  of  Mr.  Tennent,  in  the  time  of  a 
^reat  awakening,  which  begun  in  New-England,, 
in  1740.     Mr,  Tennent  told,  the  young  people,  in  a. 
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Sermon  at  Dedham,  that,  every  ftep  they  dance$, 
they  danced  a  flep  towards  Hell.— She  obferved, 
fhe  never  defired  to  dance  afterwards.  She  thought 
ihe  had  loft  all  her  time  before,  in  neglecling  the 
one  thing  needful ;  and  in  following  the  pleasures 
that  young  people  purfue.  Her  convictions  of  fin 
•were  deeply  imprefled  upon  her  mind.  Then  be- 
ing brought  to  feel,  in  earnefl,  the  need  of  the  re- 
novating influences  of  the  fpirit  of  Gqd,  convic- 
tions appeared  to  be  carried  on  to  found  conver- 
fion.  Divine  power  bowed  her  heart.  She  owned 
a  fovereign  God**— devoted  herfelf  to  Him — made 
profeffion  of  the  religion  of  Jefus-^was  greatly 
engaged — -delighted  walking  in  the  light  of  God's 
countenance,  manifefting  indignation  at  all  fin. — - 
She  was  conflant  in  attending  upon  public  worfhip. 
and  ordinances ;  felt  fo  much  of  the  power  and  love 
of  God  in  her  foul,  as  ufually  melted  her  into 
tears,  when  fhe  heard  Chrifl  preached :  wondered 
how  people  could  fleep  under  fermons,  or  neglect 
the  houfe  of  God. 

In  her  laflficknefs,  fhe  could  not  fpeak  of  her 
long  abfence  from  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  without 
falling  into  tears.  It  was  her  delight  to  converfe 
with  the  pious— file  was  much  engaged  in  fecret 
prayer-^longed  to  find  more  of  the  power  of  god- 
linefs  in  her  own  foul—- was  very  free  in  exprefling 
%hc  religious  exercifes  of  her  mind.  She  wonder- 
ed why  tfyere  was  fo  little  difpofition  in  profeffors, 
t©  talk  of  heart  religion  !  She  was  very  fenfible  of 
her  undone  eftate,  without  Chrifl  Jefus : — com- 
plained for  want  of  more  light  and  heavenly  views, 
and  for  want  of  more  lively  exercifes  of  love  to 
God  and  her  Saviour.  Some  gloomy  fhades  fpread 
over  her  mind  :  She  was  often  perplexed  with 
fuggeflions  of  Satan,  but  felt  the  power  of  Divine 
Grace  to  overcome.  Her  ficknefs  was  long  and 
diftreffing.  An  afflicting  cough  and  feeblenefs  at- 
tended her,  years  before  her  death.  Though  na- 
turally irritable,  fhe  was  remarkably  patient  in  her 
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laft  diftreffing  hours.  Her  faith  in  Jefus  was 
ftrong,  and  held  out.  Her  relignation  to  God  was 
apparent;  and  as  death  drew  near,  her  hope  in  God 
increafed.  Death  became  deferable,  and  not  a 
king  of  terrors.  Her  love  and  lirm  dependance 
were  breathed  forth  in  her  lai't  words:  "  Come 
Lord  Jesus. " 

"Well  might  David  fay,  "  I  have  been  young, 
and  now  am  old;  yet  have  I  not  feen  the  righteous 
forfaken/'     Fi.  xxxvii.  25. 


To  encourage  prcfling  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven* 
the  following  reflections  are  fubjoined. 
Written  March  23,   1773- 
\Ve  muft  all  die.     Time  Aides  away;  one  mo- 
ment runs  fwiftly  after  another,  and  every  moment 
as  it  pades  leaves  a  moment  lefs.    I  am  young  now, 
but  age   advances  on — -my  days   are  haftening  to 
an  end.     I  am  now  in  health,  and  blooming — now 
is  my  day.     I  have  this  world  about  me,  but  what 
is  my  life  ?     Only  a  vapour,  appearing,  and  then 
vanifhmg!     I  (hall  foon  come  near  to  death.   Now 
J  can  converfe  and  take   plea fu re  in   things  below. 
I  can  walk  abroad,  and  inform  myfelf  of  the  things 
of  this   world— my  eyes   lee,    my  ears   hear,  my 
{ongue  fpeaks,  my  hands  handle,  my  feet  walk  : — 
But  the  day   is  coming  when  my  body  will  be  fee- 
ble, pale   and   trembling;   ready   to   give   up    the 
gholt — hard  ftruggling   for   life — whul'e  frame   of 
nature  diflblving— falling  to  pieces.      How  weak, 
faint,  and  exerciled  with  pains,   till  death  divides 
the  foul  and  body  !     Then   adieu  my   friends,  my 
pleasures,    earthly  comforts,    all  adieu  !     I    fhut 
mine  eyes,  my  wuhering  limbs  grow  cold,  a  lifc- 
lefs  lump  of  clay  !      Once  aclive — eyes,  ears  and 
tongue,  active  no  more  !     A  pale,    inactive  corpie 
mutt   be   conveyed   away;     and  in   the    cold  and 
blent  grave,  among  the  dead,  be  laid       But  I  have 
a  foul  ;  it  lives  and   g^es   to  God — to   a  tribunal 
whence  my  fentence  lha.ll  proceed  :     Acquittance 
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from  mifery  and   pains  ;    or,  I  muft  fink  to  helPs 
infernal  gloom.       If  I    have  loved  him  here  on 
earth,  and  unto  him  kept  clofe,  he  will  take  me  to 
himfelf;     arid  at  the  judgment  day,   raife  all  my 
bones  afrefh,  and  clothe  them  all  anew.     Unbound- 
ed joy  in   God— joy  in  all   the  heavenly  hoits — 
joys   which  none  cm  take  away.     In  fuch  a  happy 
i^ate  \  will  live,  in  heaven  I  will  live  :  the  Throne 
of  Gqd  bejiold  ;  and  bow,    and  cafl  my   crown  at 
Jefus'  feet.     Employed  in  finging,  fmging  anthems 
ofpraife,  praife  to  the  Supreme,  the  Fountain,  the 
aJl-com,prehending  good.     Filled  with  new  delights 
— with,  every  perfect  good.     The  thought  of  this, 
my  foul,  (hall  bear  thee  up,  through  narrow  feas,  of 
griefs,  temptations,  toils,  darknefs,  fin  and  confu- 
iion.     W  lien  death  is  near  I  find  fupport.     Death, 
where  is  thy  grimnefs?     Where  is  thy  ghaftly  vi- 
fag©?     Thy  gloomy  afpeci  wings— -has  tied  away. 
What  thpugh  Death  (tares  my  lie k  1  y  body  in  the 
f  »ce,  and  founds  in  lou,d  alarms,  from  day  to  day  ; 
In  mournful  accents  calls  my  foul,  and  calls  around 
a  dreary  ihade  !  The  fa  We  fcene  is  aim  oft  changed 
■ — a  narrow  pafiage,  and  then  e&ernald-ay  !•     Dark 
and  filent  night  retires--the  fifing  feir  expels  the 
(hades.     The  fplendid  light,  proceeding  from,  the 
Throne,   and  in  in  in  g  in  a  foul  released  from,  clay, 
difpe's  Death's  image,  which  qfed  to  fright  a  feeble 
mind;  and  in   a  moment  all  the   (hades  are  (led. 
The  foul  afcends,  and  fpeeds  her  (light  beyond-  the 
iky  ;    to   regions    yet   unknown.      New  wonders 
fpread  abroad  and  entertain  the  fou-1,  tri U;  ravifhed 
quite  away  from  (ins  and  forrows,  an  inheritance  of' 
woes,  fecnes  of  terrors   and  tumults,  everywhere,, 
abounding,  rifes  out  of  fight. 


Written  Augud  1,  1779. 

Heaven    is  enough!     Christ   is   there:      He 

knows  the  trials  of  his  feeble  (heep.     His  compaf- 

(ions  are  infinite;  my  hopes  fix  on  him.     Heaven 

will  open    to  my   foul;  freed  from  all  infirmities, 


arrayed  in  my  Redeemer's  robes,  I  (ball  .rejoice 
in  God.  I  muft  feci  pains  of  Death;  this  feeble 
body  will  be  breathlefs  ;  in  a  coffin;  in  mournful 
mode,  laid  in  a  grave,  covered  with  clods.  My 
foul  (hall  live  unburdened  ;  the  ponderous  loads 
of  earthly  cares  be  taken  down.  This  body,  by 
Omnipotent  power  Divine,  raifed  incorruptible, 
will,  with  my  foul,  inhabit  realms  of  blifs,  when 
the  (rates  of  all  are  decided*  Then  my  eyes  im- 
mortal fhall  fee  and  know  the  Lord  aright :  Chrift 
will  make  me  a  fharer  with  Saints,  with  Angels, 
in  his  holy  pre  fence.  With  the  fe  contemplations, 
my  mind  rifes,  begins  to  wonder,  and  forgets  her 
earthly  garb;  remaining  days,  and  work  afngned ; 
and  feels  a  joy,  a  frame,  above,  and  out  of  reach  of 
carnal  mirth.  Senfual  pleafures  never  did,  and 
never  can  promote  this  all-fupporting  frame,  which, 
by  Grace  Divine,  faith  has  raifed  me  to  enjoy. 
The  truth  of  Heb.  ii.  xv.  is  obvious,  that  Jefus 
delivers  them,  who,  through  fear  of  death,  were 
all  their  life-time  fubject  to  bondage.  Death,  to 
me,  has  been  frighting,  always  when  infenfible  of 
union  to  Jefus.  Now  faith  b-rings  me  near  to  Jefus, 
into  Paradife,  with  the  godly,  and  with  the  An- 
gels,  to  behold  the  glories  of  my  heavenly  Father; 
and  fears  of  death  are  gently  drawn  away. 

Written  Auguft  7,  1779. 
Reflections  on  the  doleful  ftate  of  the  damned^ 
Our  Saviour  hathfaid,  John  v.  28,  29*  '•  The 
hour  is  coming,  in  the  which  all  that  are  in  the 
graves  fhall  hear  his  voice,  and  fhall  come  forth; 
they  that  have  done  good  unto  the  refurreclion  of 
life  ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil  unto  the  refur- 
reclion  of  damnation."  The  impenitent  fmner  dies 
without  union  to  Jefus.  Sometimes  a  heavy  bo- 
dy, feebly  grappling  with  an  unrelenting  difeafe.  is 
vanquifbed  in  the  fliuggle:  cutting  reflection! — ■ 
Thrufting  the  mind  into  death's  fhadv  vale!  An 
eternity  of  mifery  rufhes  on  the  view  of  the  dying 
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fi.-mei "!  All  the  horrors,  Devils  and  imagini- 
lion  can  invent,  feize  the  mind!  God  has  beeri 
■for  fa  ken.  The  firmer  inclofed  in  darknefs,  is  fen- 
fifele  that  infinite  Goodnefs,  every  friend,  and  all 
agreeable  objeBs  are  retiring;  and  gloom  haften- 
ing  to  their  places.  Pale  death,  king  of  terrors, 
comes  in,  with  a  dill  more  black  and  fearful  night; 
clafps  around  the  body  ;  all  the  feeble  limbs  give 
way— arrefts  are  felt — all  fupporters  fled— -the  fei- 
zure  irrefiitiblc- — a  breathlefs  body— cold  and  pale- 
nefs  fucceed — then  hid  in  the  grave— is  fenfelefs 
till  the  Judgment  day:  Some  impenitents  have 
no  bands  in  their  death  ;  Yet  to  others  hell  begins 
before  their  bodies  die. 

As  foon  as  death  has  (tilled  the  groans  and  gafps 
of  a  vanquifhed  corpfe,  the  foul  impenitent,  itain- 
ed  with  pollutions  and  with  unbelief  replete,  flees 
to  its  place,  in  doleful  realms ;  unceafing  night 
and  horror  reign!  Devils  armed  with  grimnefs, 
and  fearful  fpite,  howl  round  the  naked  foul  j  and 
ghaftly  ghofts  of  finful  men,  are  gloomy,  lingering 
nothings,  as  to  comfort;  but  images  of  terror  to 
enhance  defpair  !  As  tyrants  in  diftrefs  are  all  fof 
felf,  quite  leave  their  fellow-tyrants  :  No  pitying 
accents  from  their  tongues,  nor  fympathizing  looks 
to  footh  their  ceafelefs  anguifh.  Devils,  tyrants 
of  hell,  the  black  cloud  of  felf,  the  endlefs  throng 
of  Devils  and  wicked  men;  felf  fvvays  ;  no  pitying 
eyes,  nor  tongues ;  but  raving  madnefs  vents 
along;  and  every  fcene  brings  fin  afrefh,  and  ag- 
gregates the  guilt,  in  hideous  forms,  to  trembling 
ghofts.  At  length  the  day,  the  end  of  time  arrives. 
The  Son  ofM.am  appears,  the  fovereign  Judge, 
who  faves  from  endlefs  woe  the  holy  ones,  in  re- 
gions infinitely  high.  But  calls  dead  finners  from 
their  tombs.  The  habitations  of  the  world,  a  world 
of  (in  con  fume  !  The  fate  of  Angels,  Angels  who 
kept  not  their  iirfl  euate,  and  wicked  men,  from 
Cain,  through  ages,  their  fate  is  finally  decided. 
Reanimated    bodies    defcend  to  hell,    their  own 


place;  and  by  a  judgment,  whence  is  no  appeal  ! 
Confined,  they  gnaw  their  tongues  and  weep  and 
gnafh  their  teeth  ;  a  baleful  fmoke,  tormenting,  ev- 
er rifes.  In  a  bottomlefs  pit,  ibrrows  are  bottom- 
lefs !  The  heaving  fighs,  no  pangs  of  death — death, 
mod  violent,  can  leprefent !  Reflecting  on  time, 
'tis  found  they  hated  God.  "  Depart  from  us, 
we  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways,"  was 
the  language  of  their  haughty  conduct.  They 
flighted  Chrift,  and  fhut  their  hearts  againft  Him  : 
They  believed  Him  not;  but  gratified  their  lufts, 
broke  the  Sabbath,  mocked  the  Servants  of  God, 
and  the  fermons  they  heard;  lied  and  cheated ; 
fpent  their  time  at  taverns,  in  frolics,  games,  or 
plays,  or  jefts ;  fwore,  and  from  their  mouths  a 
hellifh  utterance  was  heard !  By  fins  like  thefe, 
they  feel  themfelves  removed  from  God  ;  by  Him 
abhorred,  with  vengeful  ire,  they  fink  beneath  the 
loweft  hopes.  Thefe  doleful  exiitences  never  end  ; 
eternal  anguifh  preffes  with  unlimited  rage;  an 
infernal  blafted  crew  fhriek  in  vain ;  unlefs.  to 
makeexiftence  more  intolerably  fearful.  Aprifort 
of  darknefs,  inclofing  abandoned  wretches,  pined 
with  every  want,  till  they  are  forgotten,  and  have 
forgotten  men,  and  fcarce  retain  the  form  of  men, 
doth  not  exprefs  the  damned's  pains,  in  full-— nay? 
every  image  in  nature,  only,  faintly  refembles. 

S©liloquy.     November,  1793. 

WHILE  carnal  pleafures  rul'd  my  Soul ; 

My  thoughts  were  far  from  God  : 

In  Sodom's  pU-ins  ling'ring  along  ; 

Time  pall  I  fearlefs  flood. 

Death  and  eternity  were  far  ; 

And  c "ouded  from  my  view  : 

The  fpace  of  human  life  feem'd  long  j 

My  fenfes  flupid  grew. 

But,  now  the  Tyrant  fin  is  felt : 

The  feeling  makes  me  fear! 

(T. 
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A  horrid  trembling  fhakes  my  Souls 
I've  bought  my  pleafures  dear. 
O  what  tremendous  fcenes  do  rufli ! 
And  blaze  before  my  fight : 
Almighty  vengeance  haitens  on  ; 
And  brings  dark  crimes  to  light. 
Eternal  mifery  awaits 
Such  gracelefs  Souls  as  mine  : 
A  pure  and  holy  God  condemns, 
To  feel  dread  wrath  Divine. 
A  hoi  rid  gloom  awakes  ; 
And  feizes  guilty  minds  : 
Who  lov'd  their  fins,  who  hated  Qod  $ 
Hell,  in  their  fins,  them  binds. 
My  hopes  have  taken  wing  ! 
In  deeper!  mifery  ; 

My  foul  is  plunging  downwavds  faft : 
In  friades  of  death  I  lie. 
My  day,  my  all  is  gone  : 
Fatal  depravity, 

Environs  round,  and  chains  me  down  ; 
No  help  remains— I  cry. 
Muft  I  forever  dwell 
With  Devils  indefpair? 
And  never,  never  live  for  God  : 
'Tis  dreadful,  who  can  bear! 
My  quivering  limbs   in  death's  cold  arms.— This 
blood  is  chill'd,  this  face  grows  pale  :  Thefe  eyes 
grow  dim,  Reafon  decays — all  powers  fail.     Na- 
ture   itruggles— and    fainting    yields — -The  body 
finks;     And    endlefs   night  begins.- — The    Judg- 
ment Day,  in  God's  own  time,  will  furely   come: 
And  from  the  Tomb,  the  body  raifed  fhall  join  the 
foul,    to  burn   in    Hell,  for  evermore.     A   bean* 
of  light,    life   ftill  remains  :     I    am  not   in  hell  : 
Infinite    mercy    (loops  !     I    raife    my    trembling 
eye   to  the   All- perfect  God.     1  bow,    adore,  ad- 
mire !     My  thoughts  rife,    mifery  retires — defires 
fulfilled — let  God   have   the    glory — my   Saviour 
appears,  with  pitying  eyes.     He  (Iretches  His  arms 
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. — I  fly  unto  Him — new  ftrcngth  to  derive — my 
heart  is  renewed — my  corruptions  are  flain — ^the 
{hare  is  broken — I  am  efcaped— ^1  fhall  live — I 
fhali  praife  God  and  the  Lamb,  with  holy  Angels, 
and  with  men,  forever  and  ever.  Amen  and  Amen, 


Refurreclion,    and    infinite   Joy!     Penned  1790, 

AWAKE,  my  Soul,  furvey  the  climes, 

Inviiible  to  fenfe. 
Thy  God  beholds  thy  many  crimes  : 

Thy  ways  are  an  offence. 
Let  reafon  'roufe,  from  dulnefs  fly  : 

The  mind  (hall  ftretch  above, 
To  fix  in  regions  vaftly  high  ; 

There  reigns  unbounding  love. 
The  pro fp eel;  charms  the  weary  Soul; 

Unutterable  day  ! 
Ceafelefs,  immortal  pleafures  roll : 

Blifs,  endlefs,  fills  the  way. 
Entertainment,  immenfe,  expands  ! 

The  thoughts  fpread  over  fields 
Of  pleafing  obje6ts,  none  darkens, 

AH  light,  this  calmnefs  yields. 
My  Soul  mounts  up,  beyond  the  iky  ; 

And  leaves  her  Hfelefs  clay  : 
Death  lets  his  winged  arrows  fly; 

And  brings  eternal  day. 
A  breathlefs  corpfe  returns  to  duft; 

All  forrow  alfo  ends  : 
Th'  immortal  part  is  freed  from  luft, 

And  nothing  now  offends. 
But,  O,  a  blighter  morn  will  rife; 

The  Sun  of  righteoufnefs 
Finds  where  the  body  filent  lies ; 
And  bones  are  cloth'd  in  flefh. 
A  body  rais'd,  from  blemifh  free, 

Is  joined  to  the  Soul : 
And  evermore  the  Lord  doth  fee, 
With  happine fs  in  full. 
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To  Heaven,  all  the  faints  rife  roundj 

The  Throne  of  God,  rnoft  high; 
The  tnelody  and  fongs  abound  : 

Union  fhall  never  die. 
O,  what  unbounding  joys  are  thefe  ! 

When  all  the  multitude, 
As  one  fhall  join,  the  Lord  to  praife* 

And  banifh  ev'ry  cloud. 

F  I  N  I  S. 
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